QUEEN   MARY   OF   MODENA
1703       Rizzini's  next  letter to the Duke of Modena  tells of the safe arrival of an envoy of his, a Carmelite monk,
" who was received with extreme kindness by the Queen, but when he asked for the good offices of Her Majesty for a cause he has in the Parliament here, he had great trouble to obtain them, the Queen having made it a law never to ask for good justice from judges, it seeming to her an offence to appear to doubt of their own dispositions to administer it without being solicited thereto . . ."
Twenty months had now elapsed since the death of King James, and for political reasons it was fitting that the Queen and her son should re-appear at an entertainment at the French Court.
"Thursday, in last week," continues Rizzini in the above letter, cc the Queen and the King, her son, went to Marly for the first time since King James's death, and were entertained at supper by the Most Christian King, who with his ingenious magnificent disposition to provide novel amusements . . . had arranged a game of Loto with rich prizes, such as rare Indian stuffs, gold boxes, girdles, gloves, scarves, ... so that all the ladies of Her Majesty's Court and those of the Duchess of Burgundy should win them . . . the Queen and the King her son getting the portion which chance, or ingenuity, allotted to them."
" ii May 1703.
". . . There is Jubilee at the French Court at the happy junction of Marshal Villars with Bavaria, which leads the Queen to hope that the calamities in Italy and those of Your Serene Highness in particular may come to an end sooner than was expected. . .
The Queen imagines that the Court of Vienna, embarrassed by the union of such a powerful force with that of the Elector of Bavaria, may find itself, in order to meet them, obliged to withdraw its troops from Italy, rather than send any fresh ones there. In that case Her Majesty has thought of all that can influence the re-integration of Your Serene Highness into your states, to be ready to make good use of it at the proper time and place. . . "
Duke Rinaldo sends pitiful appeals to his niece, minutes of which are in the Archives of Modena. He tells her of the steps he has taken with the Duke of Vendome, commander of
372ill then restore the Scotch nation to all the privileges they formerly enjoyed in France. . .
